Mr. Warren E. Horner
September 3, 1958 - January 17, 2016

Warren Eldon Horner was born on September 3, 1958 in Ainsworth, Nebraska to Eldon
and Ila (Moore) Horner of Rose, Nebraska. He was the fourth child in a family that
eventually grew to eight children. The Horner Ranch was the perfect place for a young boy
to grow and explore. There were cows, horses, dogs, cats, the great outdoors, and sisters.
Warren loved horses the most. From atop a horse he could rope calves, cows, fence
posts, and sisters.
Warren attended kindergarten through third grade at District 4, a one-room school house
on the southwest corner of his parents' ranch. After District 4 closed in May of 1966 and
merged with other small schools in the county, Warren finished out his elementary school
years at District 72, a brand new, two-room school house, plumbed with indoor bathrooms
and running water, built right across from the now closed Rose Post Office. In high school,
Warren followed in the footsteps of his three older sisters, boarding in Bassett while
attending Rock County High School. He enjoyed his involvement in the music program run
by Kay Lynn Kalkowski. He loved playing basketball with his friends and was an active
member of the youth group at Valley Grove Community Church. His youth group leaders,
Gordon and Shirley Hitchcock, helped him grow in faith and devotion to his Lord Jesus
Christ, and they became his life-long friends. After graduation from Rock County High
School in 1976, Warren earned his Associates Degree in Agriculture at the Nebraska
College of Technical Agriculture in Curtis, Nebraska. Even though it didn't further his
career plans, he chose to continue his education at Big Sky Bible College, located at the
foot of the Judith Mountains near Lewistown, Montana. Studying and knowing God's Word
was important to Warren.
After college, Warren returned home to help his parents on the ranch and resumed his
favorite sport, Team Roping. His specialty was heeling, and he and his buddies worked
very well together, winning many local rodeos, even a National Championship. Being the
only son in the family, Warren filled the brother gap with friends, many from his
involvement in Rodeo. Not only did Warren team rope at Rodeos, he was often given the
honor of singing the "National Anthem" at the opening of these events.
Warren was a card holder in the PRCA (Pro Rodeo Cowboy Association) and a gold card
member in the Nebraska Rodeo Association. He was a Team Roping Champion in both

the Mid-State Rodeo Association and the Nebraska Rodeo Association. He belonged to
the USTRC (United States Team Roping Championship) since the inception of it. He was
a USTRC National Champion back when the Finals were held in Guthrie, Oklahoma....he
won a Trailer there. Warren won numerous saddles as well as buckles and many other
prizes. He won these at local club ropings and jackpots, Fire & Ice and NTRC ropings,
USTRC events, and Rodeos. Warren remained on the ranch after his father passed away
in 1986 and cared for his mother before her death in 2013. He loved everything outdoors,
he loved to sing, he loved his family, and he developed deep friendships with his rodeo
family.
Warren was preceded in death by his parents, Eldon and Ila Horner, his brother-in-law
Jonathan Busenitz, his niece Kayla Joy Klooz, and his grandniece Brenna Layne Clark.
He is survived by his sisters: Velda Klooz and husband Jim of Purdum, Nebraska; Carolyn
Clark and husband Stan of Long Pine, Nebraska; Teresa Brauser and husband Larry of
Fort Collins, Colorado; Joyce Grinder and husband Brian of Cheney, Washington; Mary
Boehm and husband Tom of Elbing, Kansas; Rachel Busenitz and husband Gordon of
Newton, Kansas; Genia Entz and husband James of Benton, Kansas; 41 nieces and
nephews; 31 great nieces and great nephews and friends too many to count.
Funeral Services were held on January 23, 2016 at the United Methodist Church in
Bassett, Nebraska. Pastor Rod Heilbrun and Andrew Boehm officiated the service. The
obituary was read by brother-in-law, Brian Grinder. Special music selections were, "When I
Get Where I Am Going" sung by Zachary and Meghan Entz "In The Palm of You Hand"
sung by Jeana (Klooz) Hackel, and "The Dance" (recorded and sung by Warren Horner.)
Carolyn Clark shared stories of Warren and the family. Poems were read by Gunnar
Hitchcock entitled "Master of One" and LeAnn Huhman shared Cowboy Association
Remembrances as well as a poem written by Sandra Mann. Pallbearers were Warren's
nephews, Jon Clark, John Klooz, Matthew Boehm, Zachary Entz, Caleb Entz, Michael
Brauser, Joshua Boehm, Joseph Busenitz, and Seth Entz, and his other nephews.
Honorary bearers were all of Warren's roping buddies, friends and neighbors. In lieu of
flowers memorials were suggested to the family for a future designation.

Comments

“

"It's been two years now since your left us for your Heavenly home, but we sure miss
you dropping in for a visit and some chocolate chip cookies. Sometimes we even
forget you are gone and expect to see you anytime."

Shirley - January 18, 2018 at 12:00 AM

“

I just found out Warren died. My name is Laurie, and I used to be very good friends with
Warren. We lived far apart, but spent many hours on the phone. I listened to cute stories of
his mother, sisters, his farming for others, and his roping victories. I would appreciate
someone contacting me. Spurs4me2@aol.com
Laurie Rowe-Mills - March 20, 2019 at 07:25 PM

“

"To the family,
We are sorry for your loss. We remember Warren when we lived in Ainsworth, and
we know many of you (his sisters families). We appreciated Warren's sincere love for
the Lord Jesus and are thankful for his life he lived for the Lord. You are all in our
thoughts and prayers as you miss his presence with you here. May you know Jesus'
love and comfort and we are thankful we can know exactly where he is--with His
Savior! Love and prayers, Pastor Steve & Jeannie Hodgson, friends, living in
Hutchinson, Kansas"

Pastor Steve - February 06, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

"Leave a condolence or a memory."

Trina Fry - February 05, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

"To the Family of Warren E. Horner, So sorry to learn about the loss of your Dear
Loved One, Warren. Please know that so many people share your grief with you to
help through this difficult time of sorrow. Please accept my deepest condolences as
we await the time when Christ Jesus will awaken all of those who have fallen asleep
in death; including your Beloved, Warren. (John 11:41-44)"

J - February 03, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

"I was shocked and saddened to hear of Warren's passing. He touched many lives,
including several in the Hitchcock family. I remember as a kid him trying to teach me
how to rope. It was a futile effort, but he never lost his patience. My heartfelt
condolences go out to everyone in mourning."

Kara Hitchcock - January 25, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

"Our sincere condolences. We will miss Warren tremendously. God and heaven
recruited a great addition to their family. Warren was a person who wanted to talk
roping. I will miss the monthly calls about what he should do. Head or heel? What
loop to use? How to swing? Etc. So until we meet again, we will have to put the
stories in memory for future references.
Bret Trenary and family"

Bret Trenary and family - January 25, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

"My sincere condolences to the family and friends of Warren. He was a good man
and always had words of wisdom and a funny sense of humor. Gone much to soon
RIP Warren."

Steve Hansen - January 24, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

"I am so very Sorry to hear of your loss~ I meant Warren about 30 yrs ago, he was
every bit of a humble gentleman. Always time to visit with a smile and a kind word!
He was the very first to buy one of my dads hand made headstalls in this country and
always let me know he was still using it after all these years with a few repairs. He
will be missed by many, RIP my friend. The Warren family is in our Thoughts &
Prayers."

Tracy - January 23, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

"I will miss seeing Warren's genuine smile at the rodeos. Even after my parents
retired from the business, he always asked me how they were doing. My thoughts
and prayers go out to is family. He will sure be missed in the rodeo world."

Jill Hudson - January 23, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

"i have known warren ever since I was old enough to remember. Such a great guy
that will be truly missed. I've roped with warren since I started roping 15 years ago.
He was such a great influence on me. I will see you again save me a hole warren Ill
spin you another one. Untill we meet again old friend."

Jeff harris - January 23, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

"I first met Warren years ago when we hosted team ropings. Such a kind man. He
was always willing to heel for my young boys. In fact he and Wyatt placed at
Cheyenne, Denver and Oklahoma City the year Wyatt was 15. They won enough to
put Wyatt through 3 years of college. I loved having him rope with my boys. He was
such a great influence. I can't imagine going to a roping and not seeing Warren. My
sympathies to his family."

Patty - January 23, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

"This will be tough, Warren, you will be missed by so many. The kindness you have
shown our Family through the years could never be replaced nor forgotten. Always
had time to talk, you always had time for the kids and you always entered up "Yes,
You'd rope, even to a young kid just learning.
You have touch our lives and we feel honored to have known such a Kind Soul.
Prays to your Family and someday I'll be watching you rope again, (Probably a pretty
descent Draw)"

Sherry and Doug Harris - January 22, 2016 at 12:00 AM

