Vergil Allen Heyer D.V.M.
February 16, 1955 - December 8, 2020

Vergil Allen Heyer, DVM, age 65, of Ainsworth, Nebraska, passed away due to injuries
sustained in an accident on Dec. 8, 2020, near Cozad.
He was born Feb. 16, 1955, in Sioux City, Iowa, to Vergil Albert and Jackie (Hayes) Heyer
of Cushing, Iowa. He was the oldest of six children, having four brothers and one sister.
Vergil graduated from the Iowa State University College of Veterinary Medicine in 1980.
After graduating from veterinary school, Vergil began his practice in Coleridge, Nebraska.
On Aug. 7, 1982, Vergil married Lynne (Maylahn) Heyer in Skokie, Illinois. The pair had
two children, Saige and Vance, and one granddaughter, Natalie. In 1988, Vergil and Lynne
moved to Ainsworth, Nebraska, where he began work at the Ainsworth Veterinary Clinic,
practicing as a primarily large animal veterinarian until he retired. Vergil was a worker,
taking on a second career in retirement driving truck. Above all, he enjoyed traveling and
visiting family and friends. Vergil loved seeing new places, often visiting guest ranches to
work in different sceneries. He cherished the relationships he built over the years working
with members of the community through the vet clinic, raising cattle, staying at guest
ranches, and driving truck.
Vergil was an active member of the veterinary community serving in various offices for the
Nebraska Veterinary Medicine Association. Accomplishments of his membership include
working the birthing pavilion at the state fair each year and helping the interview
committee at the Iowa State University and University of Nebraska joint veterinary school
program. Locally, Vergil was a member of Zion Lutheran Church, Elks Lodge #1790, and
the Ainsworth Lions Club.
Vergil is preceded in death by his wife Lynne. Survivors include parents Vergil and Jackie
Heyer of Cushing, Iowa; daughter, Saige, and granddaughter, Natalie of Schaumburg,
Illinois; son, Vance, of Ainsworth, Nebraska; brothers, Verle of Coraopolis, Pennsylvania,
Vincent of Eldridge, Iowa, Vern of Franklin, Tennessee, and Vaughn of Cushing, Iowa;
sister, Mae Jean of Mount Horeb, Wisconsin; significant other Sue Kenny of Schaller,
Iowa; brothers-in-law, sisters-in-law, nieces, nephews, and many other friends and family.
Funeral Services were held on Friday, December 11, 2020, at the Zion Lutheran Church in
Ainsworth with Pastor Georg Williams officiating at the service. Music was provided by

Georgia Williams, with the congregation singing “I’m But A Stranger Here” and “Amazing
Grace.” A vocal selection sung by Pastor Georg Williams was “Old Rugged Cross.”
Casketbearers were: Vern Heyer, Vaughn Heyer, Jimmy Jackman, Kent Christensen, Rich
Hurless and Mark Johnson. Honorary Casketbearers were: All of Vergil’s other family and
friends. Memorials were suggested to the family in Vergil’s name for a future designation.
Interment was in the Lutheran Church Cemetery near Ainsworth under the direction of the
Hoch Funeral Home of Ainsworth. Online condolences may be left for the family at
www.hochfuneralhome.com.
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Comments

“

So sorry to hear. Virgil was the investigator for a large cattle study that I was involved
in. Our team would arrive for a major activity in the study and Vergil would have
everything organized and ready. The study was a big success thanks to his hard
work! So grateful for having had the opportunity to work with him. Sending prayers
for the family. Carol Rinehart

Carol Rinehart-Hepper - December 20, 2020 at 05:37 PM

“

Vergil was more than a classmate and friend- he was somebody you could count on.
If I needed some advice or help I could call him and know he would get back to me in
a few hours. He was a 125% giver and I appreciate all he did for the veterinary
profession and for all the amazing interactions I had with him. I would be giving a
veterinary talk someplace a long ways from Ainsworth and there would be Vergil in
the audiece with his big smile and some great questions. My deepest condolences to
the family
Chris Chase Brookings SD

Chris Chase - December 20, 2020 at 04:56 PM

“

Sorry to hear of your loss. I spent several weekends volunteering at the Vet Clinic in
Ainsworth with Dr Heyer in 1988 prior to applying to starting Vet School. He was a
very knowledgeable, pleasant, and encouraging person to be around. Good
memories for me.

Tom Bragg - December 18, 2020 at 12:29 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Vergil's death. I knew him from many years at the Box R Ranch -he was a great man and will be sorely missed.

Jody Carlson - December 15, 2020 at 08:35 PM

“

So sad to hear of Vergil’s passing. We met in 2010 at the Box R Ranch in Cora,
Wyoming. He was an easy person to get to know, and an all around good old cowboy
at heart. Vergil will always be remembered by everyone whose path he crossed at
the Box R, he was very pleasant to work with, especially when helping with the
auction. My condolences to his family, he will always be a special person who I was
lucky to meet in my lifetime. Gary Johnson

Gary Johnson - December 15, 2020 at 08:01 PM

“

There is so many memories, and no way for me to express how much my brother
meant to me. He was an amazing brother and even a better friend.
Doc Heyer has always been there for me, since the day i was born 55 years ago.
He will be missed.

Vern Heyer - December 14, 2020 at 11:26 AM

“

Jeremy Y. purchased a sympathy card for the family of Vergil Allen Heyer D.V.M..

Jeremy Y. - December 12, 2020 at 07:36 AM

“

2 files added to the album Service Folder

Hoch Funeral Home - December 11, 2020 at 02:42 PM

“

Sage and Vance,
I worked for your dad in my first job out of vet school in 1995. I will always be thankful
to him for his mentorship. He had a positive effect on many people in his life and will
be greatly missed by all of us. Rest in Peace Vergil.

Justin Welsh - December 11, 2020 at 09:41 AM

“

Growing up, my favorite personal story was telling kids in my class that I had uncles
with names that all started with the letter "V." They thought it was the coolest thing,
and I always listed Vergil Allen first, because two names was better than one and he
was the oldest sibling :-). As i grew up, I saw the companionship you had with my
dad, Vern, and I could not be more grateful for the advice and brotherhood you gave
him throughout his life. I truly believe you played such a large role in making him
such a wonderful father. How lucky I am to grow up with such a supportive and
genuine uncle. We will miss you so much, but know that I'll always list you first when
naming my uncle V's.

Kylie Heyer - December 10, 2020 at 05:35 PM

“

Such a wonderful and caring man who loved his family and the farm life. We will miss
him dearly.

Kricky Heyer - December 10, 2020 at 05:29 PM

“

Sending our prayers. So sorry for the loss.

Bobbi Swanson - December 10, 2020 at 08:04 AM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with Vergil and his family.

Kelly Oberlechner - December 09, 2020 at 08:15 PM

“

Phyllis Dau Magill lit a candle in memory of Vergil Allen Heyer D.V.M.

Phyllis Dau magill - December 09, 2020 at 06:52 PM

“

My deepest sympathy Sage and Vance I took many small animals to him when he was a
vet and he was so kind to them and to me. He was an awesome person and such a good
husband and father. May you know that he is up with your mom now and that he will be
okay. Will keep you and your family in my thoughts and prayers.
Phyllis Dau magill - December 09, 2020 at 06:55 PM

“

Vergil had the ability to look at an issue from different perspectives to offer a better solution.
i will miss his sage advice as we worked together on the veterinary student scholarship
foundation. He established a perpetual scholarship in the name of his late wife, Lynn, and
looked forward to learning of each year's recipient. May he rest in peace. .
Robert Stout - December 10, 2020 at 05:47 PM

“

Our thoughts and Prayers are with Vance, Sage and all of his family today. We will
remember him for always bringing a smile with him, his honesty and dependability. We will
miss him.
Ryan Ortner - December 11, 2020 at 09:55 AM

“

Dr. Heyer was a great friend and colleague of the UNL School of Veterinary Medicine and
Biomedical Sciences. We will miss him. Our sincere condolences for the family
Scott McVey - December 11, 2020 at 03:49 PM

“

Vergil was a wonderful Vet for animals great and small. He was a friend, too. Love, prayers
and Hugs to Saige and Vance.
Jennifer (Wysocki) Lester
Jennifer Lester - December 12, 2020 at 09:54 AM

“

Saige and Vance, I knew you only when you were small children, your mother and I were
friends in Coleridge. I miss her so much and am so sad to hear of Vergil's passing. You
were very much loved children and they were blessed to have you.
Sandra Broz
Sandra - December 12, 2020 at 01:12 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Hoch Funeral Home - December 09, 2020 at 02:09 PM

