Mr. Richard Tracy
August 7, 1946 - November 19, 2014

Richard "Dick" Tracy was born on August 7, 1946 to Frank and Evelyn (Mitchell) Tracy at
Chambers, Nebraska. He was the oldest son of six siblings. His childhood was spent in
and around Chambers. During his youth, he worked in the Chambers area trying several
different jobs including: working at a welding shop, helping his uncle move houses,
working on a ranch, stacking hay, milking cows, pitching hay into a small square baler, and
hoisting the finished hay bales onto a semi. These job experiences were accomplished
before and after school. He worked a summer on the interstate, near Lexington,
Nebraska. He also spent a summer working at a cheese plant in O'Neill, Nebraska and a
meatpacking house in Fremont, Nebraska. Following graduation from Chambers High,
Dick enlisted in the Marine Corp serving from 1966 to 1968. This included a tour in
Vietnam. Upon his return, he moved to Bassett, Nebraska to work with his brother-in-law,
Bob Bernhardt at Birchwood Construction.
Shortly after his move to Bassett, Dick married Susan Taylor on November 2, 1968. To this
union, the couple was blessed with four children: Kris, Shannon, Teresa, and Jason. Dick
started Tracy Welding in the former Ted Blake building in March of 1969. Before starting
his own construction company in 1979, he worked for K & K farming, then for Krieger
Farming, and lastly Ashgrove Farming. In 1992, Dick fulfilled his dream of raising Black
Angus cattle west of Bassett. Dick's main push to raise cattle was the ability it gave him to
support his children in their activities.
Dick was a lifetime member of the American Legion, VFW, and Disabled Veterans, serving
as both Vice and Commander at Bassett Post Legion #123. He had also served as a
Bassett Volunteer Fireman. Dick helped coach youth boxing in Bassett and was a member
on the Bassett Area Matmen (BAM) Board. He was a member of St. Peter Lutheran
Church.
Numerous children near and far knew Dick as "Uncle Dick". Dick always had a story to tell
and loved to reminiscence with all those that stopped by. Once it was said, how could a
person do so many different things in a lifetime? It helped that he had his priorities. Dick's
love for his family and friends always came first. Once they were taken care of, his ranch,
Liberty Acres, consumed most of his time. This was most evident in his final years. A
majority of the time, he could be found out tinkering on tractors or feeding his livestock. He

always had time to stop and "chew the fat" with any passerby. He was happy to share
advice, a hand, equipment, and anything else he had to offer to his fellow man.
Dick died in the early morning hours of November 19th. He was preceded in death by his
parents; brother, Ralph Tracy; sister, Mona Mangum; nephew, Darin Tracy.
He is survived by his wife, Susan; his daughters: Kristen (Tom) Krolikowski of Valentine,
Nebraska; Shannon (Jason) Jenkins of Wichita Falls, Texas; Teresa Savick of Cozad,
Nebraska; son, Jason (Tara) Tracy of Gibbon, Nebraska; ten grandkids, Spencer, Trevor,
and Brianna Jenkins; Savannah and Garrett Savick; Faith, Jacob, and Titus Tracy; Gage
and Tessa Krolikowski; sisters, Carol (Bob) Bernhardt of Lincoln, Nebraska; Kay (Larry)
Strubel of Chambers; brother, Dave (Deb) Tracy of Gibbon, Nebraska; and many nieces,
nephews and all the other kids that knew him as "Uncle Dick".
Funeral services were held on November 22, 2014 at the St. Peter Lutheran Church in
Bassett, Nebraska with Pastor John Brink officiating the service. Music was provided by
Faye Smith with congregational selections of "Here I Am Lord", "Old Rugged Cross" and
"On Eagle's Wings". CD selections provided were, "Life's Railway to Heaven" by Patsy
Cline, and "Ragged Old Flag" by Johnny Cash. Pallbearers were, Monte Strelow, John
Wagoner, Reno Gordon, Don Pfeifer, Gale Lingenfelter and Jerome Murphy. Honorary
bearers were all of Uncle Dick's kids and grandkids. Burial was held at the Bassett
Memorial Park Cemetery with Military Honors being provided by the Bassett American
Legion Post #123 under the direction of Hoch Funeral Home in Bassett. Memorials were
directed to the Bassett American Legion Post #123 or to the Rock County Hospital in
Richard's name.

Comments

“

"I was so sorry to hear of Dick's passing. He and Susie stayed with us when we were
children. Dick played poker with us in the living room and he and Susie cared for us
as if we were their own. Later, they were good neighbors to mom and dad."

Teri Mauch - April 19, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

"Susan and kids, So many fond memories of Dick, when our families got together on
special occasions and just simple times for a chat. Prayers, hugs and much love."

Joan Thorne - January 29, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

"Thinking of your family. Suzy Stibor"

Suzy - January 10, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

"Memories.....There are sooo many that I don't even know where to begin! He and I
(Sam) picked several acres of corn together, he drove the combine, Mark, Holly and I
were in the tractor with the grain cart, that is when he became "Uncle Dick" to
us....the fishing trips, wrestling tournaments, football games, just being together as
friends. He was a wonderful man and will be missed by MANY....Don and Sam
Krieger and family"

Don and Sam - January 06, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

"Dear Susan, I am sorry to hear about your husband's death. In the photos he looks
like a man who very much enjoyed his life. My sympathy to you and all your family."

Brenda Rotherham - December 20, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

"Thinking of all of you."

Suzanne Glendy - December 07, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

"Kris and family, I am so sorry for your loss-- you've been in my thoughts and
prayers!"

Beverly Brown - November 23, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

"We were very sorry to hear about Dick and we send our sincere sympathy. It was
always a pleasure to see Dick and have the chance to visit with him. We send our
wish to your family that a strong family bond and your faith will bring some comfort to
all of you during this sad time in your lives. David and Rae Fulton, Columbus"

David and Rae Fulton - November 22, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

"Getting to know and do business with Dick was one of the most enjoyable
experiences of my life. I always enjoyed looking through his bulls and talking cattle
he made a lasting impression. So sorry for your loss . Heaven gained a great man."

Larry Ridenour - November 22, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

"I'm not sure if we have met Susan, but I have known Dick for many years. I am a
sales rep for Mitchell's Anchor Serum in Grand Island and sell animal health to Circle
B Livestock, which is where I got to know Dick. At first it was him and Don, and there
was lots of jokes, bull and laughs. Years ago radio station 105.9 in Kearney had
Mitch and Dave in the morning and they were referred to as "the zoo crew". That is
what I used to call Dick and Don. I saw them every Tuesday at Circle B for coffee
and always enjoyed lots of laughs. Since Don left and it was just Dick, it was still lots
of jokes, bull and laughs. The picture in his obituary was the perfect picture of the
Dick I knew and will always remember. It won't be the same without him. Flint called
me Thursday to tell me of his passing and I was totally shocked and very saddened.
He will be very missed!"

Sid French - November 22, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

"Susan, Tom, Kris, Gage and Tessa,
So sorry for your loss of Dick he was such a good husband, father and grandpa. You
are all in my thoughts and prayers. You have another angel watching over you all."

Cindy Krolikowski - November 22, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

"I am going to miss "well kid how the hell are ya...and how is that Markie and Holly
doing?" And Don will miss "well "Red" how the hell are ya??? Ya know, I am going to
have to quit calling you "Red" pretty soon by the looks of thinkgs". We all had a good
laugh that night of "Burger Night"....God bless all of you, and know that you are all in
our thoughts and prayers. Love the Kriegers"

Don and Sam Krieger - November 22, 2014 at 12:00 AM

