Kenneth R. Smith
April 1, 1941 - June 21, 2020

Sandhills rancher, Ken Smith, passed away in his home surrounded by his family, on June
21, 2020.
Kenneth Ray Smith was born on April 1, 1941 to Everett and Irene (Clapper) Smith, the
seventh of eight children, in Ainsworth, Nebraska. He attended K-8th grade at Chain Lake
School Dist. 19. He graduated from Ainsworth High School with the class of 1958.
Following graduation, Ken joined the military, proudly serving his country in the US Navy
from January 30, 1959, in Omaha, Nebraska and was honorably discharged June 29,
1962, at Saufley Field, Pensacola, Florida, which included 6 months of extended service
during the Cuban Missile Crisis.
Ken married his high school sweetheart, G. Jeanne Gilliland on July 30, 1960, while home
on leave. Daughter Pam (“Doc”) was born while they were stationed in Pensacola.
Following discharge, Ken was employed by Drybred Herefords, Wilbur and Gene Drybred,
south of Valentine, Nebraska, where daughters Kendy (“Sam”) and Konny (“Zeke”) were
born. In 1965, Ken was employed by Lawrence & Georgia Peterson of Newport,
Nebraska, where daughter Kim (“Shorty”) completed the family. In 1974 Ken and Jeanne
purchased his family’s ranch where they made their home and currently reside. Ken was a
good cowman and horseman; he was a conscientious steward of the beloved Sandhills.
Ken was honored to be the first inductee into the Sandhills Cowboy Hall of Fame. He
served in the Sandhills Cattle Association; was a recipient of Conservation Awards and
Outstanding Farm/Ranch Family. Ken was a supporter of the Brown County Fairsponsoring the Saddle Bronc Riding Buckle and was an Honorary FFA member for his
support. He was a past Lector & Eucharistic minister in the St. Pius X Parish. He never
met a stranger. His most precious pride and joy were his wife and family.
He was preceded in death by his parents, Everett & Irene; his in-laws, Ralph & Delia
Gilliland; siblings, John, Helen, Clifford, Wayne, Dallas & Gordon; granddaughter, Angel
Yankowski; brothers-sisters-in-law. Surviving to cherish his memory are his wife of nearly
60 years, Jeanne Smith; daughters, Pam (Marve) Schmitz, Kendy (Turk) Blake, Konny
(Larry) Zeigler, and Kim Yankowski. Grandchildren; Lezley (Jess) Koubek, Tyler Schmitz,
Squeak (Hannah) Schmitz, Laura (Danny) Priest, Layne (Darin) Priest, Kolby (Tamra)
Blake, Kade Blake, Zac (Katelyn Utter) Zeigler, Heidi Zeigler, Robyn Zeigler, Nate

Yankowski, and Kori (Dallas) McCarville. Great-grandchildren; Tate and Tailey Koubek,
Trypp and Milo Schmitz, MaKenna and Draiden Priest, Alyvia and Wrenley Priest, Owen,
Caitlyn and Eliott Blake, Rowdy Zeigler, Dillon, Anna and Walker Zeigler, Suttyn Zeigler,
Bristol and Briar McCarville; sister, Carol (Don) Lauf of Kansas City, Missouri; brotherssisters-in-law, Beverly Smith of Ainsworth, Donna Smith of Maryville, Missouri, Barb and
Delbert Fullerton of Gothenburg, Nebraska and Carole and Mike Witt of Valentine. He was
a special Uncle Ken to numerous nieces and nephews, and called “Papa” by many.
Funeral Services were held Friday, June 26, 2020 at the St. Pius X Catholic Church in
Ainsworth with Father Mike Wetovick and Father Louis Nollette officiating. Music was
provided by Nichole Flynn and DeAnn Morse, with the congregational singing, “In The
Garden,” “Amazing Grace,” “Supper Of The Lord” and “On The Wings Of A Dove.”
Scripture readings were given by Lorraine Pozehl and Carolyn Clark. The obituary was
read by Bruce Beebout. Ken was carried by wagon and escorted by his grandsons on
horseback to his final resting place in the Ainsworth Cemetery. Military Honors were
conducted by Ainsworth American Legion Post #79. In lieu of flowers, memorials have
been suggested to the family in Ken’s name for a future designation. Hoch Funeral Home
of Ainsworth was entrusted with the service arrangements. Please visit
www.hochfuneralhome.com to leave an online condolence.
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Comments

“

So sorry for your loss. Will be keeping all of the Smith family in my prayers

Ruth and Perry Keys - July 21, 2020 at 08:05 AM

“

i am so sad about ken. he ;and dad will have a good time in heaven. it was so nice to
see how they loved each other. two of the nicest men who ever lived. thinking of you
carolyn keim

carolyn k keim - June 26, 2020 at 09:46 PM

“

I am so sorry for your lose. It hit me close to home. He was like a Dad to all the kids
like my Dad was. To all the Pony Lake School kids. I remember going to you guys
house after school when you lived there just Northeast of the school house and we
lived at Linke. I never seen Ken anywhere that he did stop and say Hi even if he had
to be somewhere fast. He was a true Husband, Dad, Grandfather and a true friend to
all that came in contact with him over the years. May God comfort you and your
family at this time and know my thoughts and prayers are with you at this time. He
will be greatly missed by all.

Gretchen Swinney - June 26, 2020 at 06:36 PM

“

2 files added to the album Service Folder

Hoch Funeral Home - June 26, 2020 at 04:52 PM

“

To all the Smith family, thank you for all the memories of coming out to the ranch and
time spent together. You all hold a special place in my heart that I will forever have.
Our thoughts and prayers, love the Spanel family.

Paul Spanel - June 25, 2020 at 07:31 PM

“

To Jeanne and all the Smith family, I am so sorry to hear of your loss. Ken was a
remarkable man, and a wealth of knowledge when it came to livestock. I enjoyed
working with him many years ago. He was a hard worker and never said know to
helping anyone that need help. I know he will be greatly missed. My prayer are with
all of his family.
Lannie Haszard
Medford, OR

Lannie Haszard - June 25, 2020 at 03:20 PM

“

My late husband...Mickey Bequette.. and I always enjoyed visiting with Ken at the
Clapper family reunions....he showed us around the Ainsworth area a couple of times
and was a wealth of information...So sorry for your loss

Kristi Bequette - June 25, 2020 at 01:23 PM

“

My memories of Ken and your family go way back to Southern Rock County. I am so
thankful for our friendship. What a privilege to have known him and his kind and
gentle ways. My heart aches for you all and may God bless you as you walk through
this and find a way to heal.

Jolene Wilson - June 25, 2020 at 09:42 AM

“

Dear Pam and Family, I was saddened to hear about your loved one. Please accept
my condolences. Although I don't know if I ever met Ken, I have the image in my
head of Ken entering the Pearly Gates being welcomed by many including his
nephew and my friend, Roger Fullerton. Big smiles and laughter all around.
Memories are forever. May happy and pleasant memories bring some comfort to you
now and dominate your thoughts in the years to come. Sincerely, Dave Spier

Dave Spier - June 25, 2020 at 09:17 AM

“

Sending condolences to all the family. So very sorry,know how hard it is. My heart is
heavy, sending hugs and prayers. I do not drive out of town anymore and have no
driver tomorrow so will be unable to attend the services. Makes me so sad that I
won't be there. Will remember Ken fondly.

Clarice Smith - June 25, 2020 at 08:49 AM

“

Ken will be missed dearly, very kind, was never to busy to stop and say hello and
visit for a minute! He will never be forgotten! Praying for you and your family!

Kurt Stenka - June 25, 2020 at 07:18 AM

“

Ken Smith was as nice a man as I have ever known. Always kind, considerate, polite
and helpful. He was a gentleman in every way. I will remember him with admiration
and respect for the rest of my days. His family and friends were blessed by his
presence here on earth. Now he is in Paradise.

Buddy Small - June 24, 2020 at 10:27 PM

“

I will really miss Ken. He was always quick to say hello and smile. He was a cowboy
through and through. A great guy who cared dearly! May God provide the family with
the peace that passes all understanding that it speaks of in Philippines 4:7!

Shane Clapper - June 24, 2020 at 10:08 PM

“

To many memories to share em all. Ken was/ is the kindest soul I’ve ever came in
contact with. Lots of memories on the ranch and in the hayfield working for him.
Quick to give a helping hand to any one who crossed his path. He will be missed
deeply. God speed cowboy, and say hello to the rest of our family up there. We will
meet again. Till then,...we all will just watch you ride away with smiles on our faces
and heaviness in our hearts.

Matt Smith - June 24, 2020 at 09:49 PM

“

Ken was always quick with a smile and a kind word. His heart was gentle and his
care for others was always ahead of his own. He will be missed by all who knew him.
Rest in Peace cowboy.

Joe McBride - June 24, 2020 at 12:07 PM

“

So many memories at the Ranch as a kid! Uncle Ken made me feel like even as a
town girl, I could be a cowgirl! Love you so much Uncle Ken, you will be so missed!
LOOPY

Lori Onstad - June 22, 2020 at 07:44 PM

“

So many memories ! Ken has the biggest, kindest heart of anyone I have ever met. I will
cherish all of my memories with him and the Smith family. Today is a sad day for those of
us he considered family and friends. Rest easy my gentle soul.
Candi Fernau - June 26, 2020 at 02:55 PM

“

Ken will be missed by all. Very kind man always had time stop say hi . My condolences to
the family
Elaine Jackson Ogier - June 30, 2020 at 12:44 PM

