Glenna M. (Hickman) Spanel-Abbott
September 23, 1927 - June 29, 2020

Glenna Abbott, 92, passed away at her home in Long Pine, NE on June 29, 2020. Glenna
was born to Paul and Lillian (Roseberry) Hickman at home in Litchfield, NE on September
23, 1927.
Glenna spent most of her youth in Custer County, attending a country school and
graduating from Sargent High School in 1946. She attended college at Kearney State
College, completing the 12 Week Teaching Course. Glenna then taught school in Milburn,
NE and while teaching school meet Richard Spanel. She married Richard on December
14, 1947. Richard and Glenna were blessed with two boys, Bill and George. They made
their home South of Long Pine, NE. Richard passed away August 3, 1969.
Glenna continued to ranch and later married Ernie Abbott of Almeria, NE. She moved to
Ernie’s ranch in Almeria and enjoyed helping him on the ranch and attending Barbwire
Shows in many different states. Ernie passed away on June 3, 1983. After Ernie’s passing
Glenna moved back to her Long Pine Ranch were she continued to ranch until her
passing.
Glenna enjoyed taking her many grandchildren fishing and hunting on the ranch at Hagen
Lake. She also enjoyed working with young people on their 4H Range judging projects,
she was active in the Brown County Historical Society and enjoyed going to Nebraska
Barbwire Shows. Glenna was an avid sewer and loved making quilts.
Glenna was preceded in death by her parents, husbands, Richard Spanel and Ernie
Abbott, a brother; Gene and Daughter-in-law; Laura Spanel.
Glenna is survived by her children; Bill (Karen) Spanel of Burwell, NE and George Spanel
of Ainsworth, NE. Nine grandchildren; Crystal (Bart) Drueke of Sutherland, NE, Shane
(Becky) Spanel of Vinita, OK, Corenne (Brian) Duba of Chambers, NE, Dustin Spanel of
Weissert, NE, Jody Spanel of Omaha, NE, Jamie Spanel of Omaha, T.J. (Shannon)
Spanel of Sioux City, IA, Paul (Nikki) Spanel of Lincoln, NE, Mitch (Elizabeth) Spanel of

Lincoln; fifteen Great-Grandchildren; and two Great Great-Grandchildren; a sister; Dorris
Gill of Sargent and many nieces and nephews.
Graveside Services were held on Tuesday, July 7, 2020 at the Ainsworth Cemetery in
Ainsworth with Donnie Painter officiating at the service. Memorials were suggested to the
Brown County Ag Society or to the family in Glenna’s name for future designation. Hoch
Funeral Home of Ainsworth was in charge of arrangements.
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Comments

“

2 files added to the album Service Folder

Hoch Funeral Home - July 07, 2020 at 01:01 PM

“

Glenna was the best neighbor I have ever had. Her ability to get out and do physical
labor on a daily basis at her age was remarkable. I was only able to help her out on a
few occasions; she was stubborn in the best way. She was always willing and able to
help when she could and wanted to do everything her self or at least attempt it.
There will be less happiness around Long Pine, but the memories we have of her will
last with us until the end. She was also our dog's favorite neighbor; and Glenna
always showed her love to our Sandie. Glenna, we love you and glad we could
spend the time with you while we could. Until we meet again.
-Jamie Casebeer

Jamie Casebeer - July 06, 2020 at 02:37 PM

“

Glenna was a very dear friend of mine. I’ve known her since 1984 when my son and I
moved into Long Pine and we were her neighbor. We had so many good times going
to Barbed Wire Shows, scouring the country side, Christmas get togethers, crafting,
and just plain being together. My heart is heavy but I know she’s happy with the Lord.

Gail Walker - July 05, 2020 at 12:21 PM

“

I remember her and 2 young guys living in a motel next to my mom and my sister,
brother, and I so we could all go to school in Ainsworth. Then Bill and Karen
becoming good friends of mine. So sorry for your loss George, Bill, and family.
Carolyn Clang

Carolyn Clang - July 02, 2020 at 09:47 AM

“

My mother, Beverly Shaul, would like to send prayers to the family from herself. She and
Glenna were friends from a long way back. Also Bill and Karen I tried to find an address or
something so I could send a card but I've not been able to find you. I am so sorry for your
loss. Your mother passed away on my mother's 90th birthday.
Jeannie - July 02, 2020 at 10:51 PM

“

Glenna was the best neighbor anyone could have. She was always so sweet and wanted
to be of help if she could. Everyday she would get in her truck and go to her ranch to work
for the day and come home in the evening. She told me she’d wave as she went by my
home, hoping I was inside and could see her. Then we’d speak on the phone and I’d have
to tell her that yes, indeed, I saw her waving as she passed by. I told her to be assured that
I was waving back at her. Glenna never said a bad thing about anybody. She was an
excellent example to follow. She came over to my house 2 days before she passed, and
I’m still in shock about it. We had a nice visit and I never dreamt that would be our last. I am
so sorry to the family for your loss. I loved her. Adana Vanderheyden Long Pine
Adana Vanderheyden - July 10, 2020 at 01:43 AM

“

I new Glenna from when I was young and branded with Uncle Oz at their place. That
was the first time I had mountain oysters and after eating found out what they were.

Anita Summers Hayes - July 01, 2020 at 09:06 PM

“

I remember Glenna as a young lady at a range judging contest. I was in 4-H so that
would have been about 1952. In about 2015 Glenna came to the Rock County
Senior Center to help us hand quilting. WHAT A TALENTED LADY!!!!! i will miss her
laugh and her memories. Carolyn Hall, Bassett, NE

Carolyn Hall - July 01, 2020 at 07:49 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Hoch Funeral Home - July 01, 2020 at 12:05 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Hoch Funeral Home - July 01, 2020 at 12:01 PM

“

George and family, I'm so sad to hear of your mom's death. She was so sweet and
such a beautiful soul. It definitely has been a tough year for you. I'll forever
remember the smile on her face when we brought some of our nieces and nephews
to visit and you took them to the ranch. She loved having them there and giving them
a ride on her 4 wheeler. We are sorry for your loss. Sending love and sympathy your
way.
Rick and Julie Robinson

Julie Robinson - July 01, 2020 at 10:36 AM

“

So many great memories, haying, riding horses, working cattle, really learning to cook for a
crowd. She was such an inspiration to me. I fell in love with and raised collies because of
hers. After Trent died we talked on the phone for a couple of hours and after Mike died we
talked too. I'm so sorry

that I didn't keep in touch better. Life is too short. Much love and

prayers to Bill, George & families and to the rest of Aunt Glenna's family & friends.
Debbie Spanel Klopp - July 02, 2020 at 09:37 PM

“

First met Glenna while working at Northern Plains at Bassett, and Glenna came late to pick
up a hay rake. I was also working late and she appeared on the shop and wondered if I
could help her get it hooked up. I did and she remembered me every time our paths
crossed. Last ti,e was on Bomgaars, Ainsworth, NE. and she was flooded out of the ranch
for a considerable amount of time, what a forlorn Lady I visited with that day. To me she
was such a very sweet Lady and I always enjoyed visiting with her.
Vernon Wood - July 02, 2020 at 11:29 PM

“

I always enjoyed visiting with Glenna. I also enjoyed the times that we were at range
judging contests. She was a ranch woman through and through. Sorry for your loss George
and Bill and family.
Jon Shaw
Jonathan Shaw - July 04, 2020 at 10:28 AM

“

Glenna and I shared the bond of family. Her grandmother and my grandmother were
sisters, but I lived in Bassett for nearly ten years before we "accidentally" met and became
friends in 1970. She was fond of my boys and "borrowed" them on a regular basis for stays
at her ranch. As they grew, she coached them in their range judging efforts and shared her
barbed wire interests with them. Today, while Covid concerns keep me in Lincoln and I am
reminded of our constant words to each other to "stay in and stay safe," I join those of you
who will be at her graveside service in honoring her life in my way, by writing about her and
my family's love for her.
Kay Lynn Kalkowski
Kay Lynn Kalkowski - July 07, 2020 at 09:01 AM

“

George and family, so sorry to hear of your Mothers passing. A tough year, as a family you
have stood strong , and during this time may your memories of family and with your mother,
bring comfort and a smile to everyone. I remember her as a very nice lady and her time in
the ranch ment so much. Our thoughts and prayers are with you
Ben and Vicki Fuscher - July 09, 2020 at 12:31 PM

