Mr. Arthur D. McDaniel Sr.
March 18, 1936 - May 8, 2016

Arthur D. McDaniel Sr. was born March 18, 1936 to George Lewis McDaniel and Minnie
(Jessup) McDaniel at Johnstown, Nebraska and passed away May 8, 2016 at the
Antelope Memorial Hospital in Neligh, Nebraska at the age of 80 years, one month and 20
days. He grew up in Johnstown and worked as a ranch hand on various ranches around
Ainsworth and the surrounding area. On October 4, 1966, Arthur was united in marriage to
Julie Ann Crist and to this union was born one son and three daughters, Arthur Jr.,
Christina, Julyn and Jessica. Arthur enjoyed reading western books, long sightseeing
drives on Nebraska back roads, working with leather crafting, ceramics, watching western
movies, and just being around his family and friends. He was a kind and gentle man who
would do anything for his family. His smile could light up any room. He was always able to
bring laughter to those around him.
Arthur was preceded in death by his parents George and Minnie; brothers, Charles,
Vernon, Lewis, and George Jr.; sisters, Fern and Mable. He leaves to mourn his passing
his children Arthur D. McDaniel Jr. and wife, Phoebe of Ainsworth; Christina P. Kopejtka
and husband, Frank of Clearwater, Nebraska, Julyn J. Figgins and husband, Don of
Belgrade, Montana, and Jessica J. McDaniel of Madison, Nebraska; 15 grandchildren and
five great-grandchildren; a sister, Lois Titus of Springview, Nebraska; along with numerous
nieces, nephews and other family members.
Graveside Services were held on Friday, May 13, 2016 at the Ainsworth Cemetery with
Pastor Bruce Beebout officiating. Special song selection of "Go Rest High On That
Mountain" by Vince Gil was provided. Casket bearers were; Michael McDaniel, Anna
McDaniel, Dalton McDaniel, Swade McDaniel, Douglas Bechtold, Phillip Bechtold, Dwaine
McDaniel and Schanell Holmstedt. Honorary Casket bearers were all of Art's other
grandchildren. Memorials were suggested to the family in his name for future designation.

Comments

“

Hi, my name is Jazlynn Raydean Bechtold my mother was Arts youngest daughter.
Art was my grandpa, the only one I knew. He was also the only one I liked sharing
my cookie dough with. He was kinda like my best friend, dad, and my grandpa all at
once. I remembered going to his house and he'd give me candy and other sweets. I
got one of his hats and blankets after he passed and I sleep with the blanket every
night. I still have flashbacks of him and fun memories. I wished we could've made
more, but I have to look at it he's not hurting anymore. He's in good hands with the
man upstairs.

Jazlynn Bechtold - November 05, 2018 at 05:49 PM

“

"My mother's younger brother, the youngest was George. They both used to visit us
when they were in their 20's and traveled together across the nation. Saw him many
times at McDaniel family reunions while Grandma Minnie was alive. I think that just
leaves Aunt Lois from that generation. My condolences to his family. Love leaves
memories that no one can steal. I have fond memories of all my aunts and uncles,
who took me under their wings with wisdom, encouragement and love."

Diana Davis - May 31, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

"I haven't much memory of Uncle Arthur. I had only seen him at a few family
reunions, last time I guess over thirty years ago. But I do remember his kind face and
his smile. He has joined his sister, my mother Mable in heaven. Rest in peace
Uncle!!"

Garth Lydick - February 22, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

"Art was a cousin of mine. I knew him slightly.My Grandfather was Jess McDaniel his
wife was Iva. I was just reading obituaries and came across this. My Mom was
Bessie McDaniel Purvis. Well this is way after the fact but I just wanted to extend my
condoleses and introduce myself."

Mary Lou Purvis - December 29, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

"so sorry for loss .art i have know since little kid... my parents go to his and his wife
and were good friends .He would make all of us kids laugh. art was a good dad
,grandpa and good fiends to us. he will be missed fromus"

Kristy - May 11, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

"So Sorry for your families loss. Be proud of who he was and be at peace he isn't
suffering anymore."

Bob - May 10, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

"Art was such a blessing to this family he always had a smile on his face and would
do anything in his power to make the kids grandkids laugh and be happy he loved
driving while he could and would just pop into town when he could to surprise
everybody"

Phoebe McDaniel - May 10, 2016 at 12:00 AM

